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     The story of Fox-Kuzunoha, Yasuna, and their son portrays the sadness of love-in this case, maternal love. Having been gifted with a child, her deceitfulness and cunningness is seen to level down as a result of the maternal love she has for her child. The fox-mother motif portrays a more pleasing emotional tool for mitigating social disparities. Far from the portrayed theme of women using love to gain advantage over men, maternal love acts as an independent form of love and affection, the greatest form of love a woman could ever experience or feel. So great and powerful is this form of love that it leads to Fox-Kuzunoha giving up her young son Doji so he can be properly raised by Lady Kuzunoha, the human mother.
     The tale further portrays the effects of love, deceit, and the effects on one’s conscience when Fox-Kuzunoha decides to leave her husband and child after the realization that she no longer is capable of keeping up with the pretence. The theme of love and sacrifice is portrayed in the events leading to Fox-Kuzunoha’s departure. This decision is prompted with the arrival of Lady Kuzunoha to the rural retirement where Fox-Kuzunoha and Yasuna were residing. Lady Kuzunoha arrives with her parents, with the evident Fox-Kuzunoha’s rapid appearances and disappearances making it evident that Yasuna had indeed taken up with Kuzunoha’s double. The real Kuzunoha’s arrival in doubt sparks a feeling of guilt in Fox-Kuzunoha, which in turn makes her regret her pretence actions and deceit towards Yasuna. Her decision to leave, despite the great love she has for Yasuna and Doji, their son, signifies on how a greater sacrifice she makes when she decides to leave them behind. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]     The notion of love and sacrifice is denoted in the tale when the Fox-mother leaves her child in the hands of the human mother so that the child can be properly raised. The Fox-mother further sacrifices her love for Yasuna after feeling guilty of her prevailing deceit on her impersonation of the real Lady Kuzunoha. In conclusion, it is worthy to note on the effects of love, especially maternal love on the actions of an individual; in this case, a mother. Was it right for Fox-Kuzunoha, to impersonate Lady Kuzunoha despite the love she had for Doji? Does love justify her actions, and if not, was she right to leave?

